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Rise and Fall of South American Security and Defense Integration

Marcos Aurelio Guedes de Oliveira (Universidade Federal de Pernambuco)

The end of the Cold War forced South America to adopt a strong policy of cooperation
to survive the emerging international system. MERCOSUL resulted from cooperation
between Brazil and Argentina in order to consolidate democracy and to bring together
South American countries toward economic growth. The Brazil-Argentina nuclear
agreement represented a key step in this process. The SOUTH AMERICAN UNION
represented a step forward to bring all regional nations towards a dialogue in
development and security. The South American Defense Council was a first step to foster
a dialogue among South American countries to protect themselves against an
increasingly unpredicted world. The Brazilian vision of a Multi-polar international
system appeared to become a reality with BRICS. Nevertheless, the impact of a global
dispute within UNASUL and between the US and China have led Brazil to abandon its
regional project and led the region to a situation that might resemble the one during the
Cold War.



